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the soldiers — that is to absorb their energies, satisfy their just demands, 
and save the country from ruin ? 

Obviously in the period immediately after the war, industry cannot 
well absorb large new supplies of labor. All over the world, food 
will be exceedingly dear, and the margin of income left for the pur- 
chase of manufactured articles will be correspondingly small. Under 
these conditions it does not seem likely that Britain will be able to 
provide for the needs of her people by building up a foreign market 
for her goods. The most logical manner in which to use surplus labor 
would accordingly seem to be its application to the production of 
food. 

There is only one plan, thinks Mr. Villiers, that will meet all the 
exigencies of the case. Tax away the land-holder's excess profits. 
Require him to place a valuation upon his land — apart from improve- 
ments — and impose upon him an income tax based upon five per cent 
of this valuation. Then make it illegal for him to sell his land at a 
price higher than the valuation upon which it is taxed. Let the Gov- 
ernment buy as much land as would be needed to accommodate the 
demobilized soldiers, divide it into small holdings, and allow the 
soldiers to acquire it at moderate rates of repayment. The soldiers 
would then be provided for, the landlords would be properly taxed, and 
the supply of food would be increased, with the result that the home 
market for manufactures would be correspondingly enlarged. Mr. 
Villiers advocates other and supplementary measures, such as assisted 
emigration and the undertaking of extensive public works; but the 
small-holdings idea is the core of his plan. 

Unquestionably, just as the war has brought about a large degree 
of what is in effect State Socialism, so peace may call for extraordinary 
measures of a similar nature. The ultimate question, however, is 
whether Britain, or any other country, ought to welcome changes of 
this kind as the foundation of a new order or to accept them reluctantly, 
if at all, as emergency measures and nothing else. Mr. Villiers adopts 
the former view ; his plan is put forward as the basis of a permanent 
policy, and, for his part, he has no hesitation about taking the first 
step in a course which is likely to lead on to greater and greater 
socialization. If there is peril in this course, he does not perceive it. 

But unless one is a Socialist or a single-taxer, this is a point on 
which one needs reassurance. Certainly, no nation should allow " the 
logic of events " to commit it to a policy socialistic rather than demo- 
cratic until it is sure that the new policy is, not merely pointed out 
by present necessities, but sustained throughout by fundamental truth. 



The Standard-Bearers. By Katherine Mayo. Boston and New 
York : Houghton Mifflin Company, 1918. 

The chapters of Miss Mayo's new book about the Pennsylvania 
State Police are short stories of very high quality. This statement 
is meant to imply — as perhaps such a statement ought always to imply 
— that the narratives have a real and lasting human value — that they 
give one something besides a half-hour's amusement, a transitory 
thrill, or a bit of striking information. 

There is, in fact, no absurdity in comparing such stories as those 
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contained in The Standard-Bearers with serious fiction of the sort 
that, without being extraordinarily subtle or exceptionally profound, 
does increase one's knowledge and enlarge one's views of life. Surely 
it is only a kind of pedantry to say that true stories may not be com- 
pared with imagined stories because the first give pleasure of a 
commonplace kind while the second give pleasure of an artistic kind. 
The two kinds of pleasure are not wholly distinct; the two kinds of 
stories are in fact compared ; they come into competition with each other 
in the minds of all readers — for each must meet the final test of value. 

If it be objected that a treatise on public hygiene has human value, 
it may be acknowledged that the subject matter of such a treatise 
is ill adapted to the story form, but it may be maintained that if 
specific truth about the Pennsylvania State Police can be made to 
fuse with a good story, this sort of truth has as much value as can 
be attributed on the same condition to general truth about the ways 
of a man, with a maid, and that in just the same manner it enhances 
the " literary " value of the story of which it forms an integral part. 

Now Miss Mayo's narratives contain many of the elements that 
find most suitable expression in story form and they contain scarcely 
anything else. Remarkable and exciting sequences of events, varieties 
of human character; strange contrasts of tenderness with brutality, 
or of the piquant with the hideous in the same person; the behavior 
of crowds; the vivid sense of esprit du corps among disciplined men; 
types of unsentimental heroism — when we want to be thrilled (not 
bored) by such things we commonly turn to writers of fiction. But 
here, in Miss Mayo's true stories, all these elements are presented 
with fictional power. In interest of plot, in effectiveness of character- 
drawing, and in animation of style, these tales scarcely yield to the 
fictitious exploits of Sherlock Holmes, while back of them and lending 
its " punch " to each narrative is, not the questionable virtuosity of 
an imaginary detective, but the clean efficiency of real men. 

In short, Miss Mayo has written true stories that are as well worth 
while as concrete facts could well make them and as intriguing as 
cleverly imagined fiction. The realization that the Pennsylvania State 
Police are doing a splendid and necessary work and doing it with 
devotion and efficiency under the inspiration of a high ideal of service ; 
that these men are the standard-bearers of a new movement toward 
greater security and justice for all — this may be of less value than 
the philosophy of life or the revelation of beauty that may emerge 
from a great work of imagination, but its value is great. And when 
it gives life to a series of intrinsically interesting narratives one cannot 
but feel that these true tales are in all ways much to be preferred to 
fiction of the less inspired sort. 



The Flame That Is France. By Henry Malherbe. New York : 
The Century Co., 1918. 

In The Flame That Is France we have to do with the work of a 
poet. That M. Malherbe writes in prose does not, of course, alter 
this fact. His musings over deep things, his fragmentary, intense 



